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Contact Traces response to "DAMILOLA TAYLOR: AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW

OF FORENSIC EXAMINATION OF EVIDENCE BY THE FORENSIC SCIENCE

SERVICE", published by the Home Office

Contact Traces welcomes the Review's f inding that there was no systematic fai lure in

the operat ions of  the Forensic Science Service,  and hopes that i t  goes some way to

restor ing conf idence amongst the publ ic in the provis ion of  general  forensic science

services to the cr iminal just ice system in the United Kingdom.

Contact Traces welcomes the recognit ion by the Review of the factors involved in

modern forensic provision that could contr ibute to mistakes during the

examinat ions, and looks forward to assist ing the Forensic Regulator addressing

contaminat ion issues in the handl ing of  exhibi ts pr ior  to submission to the

laboratory as suggested by the Review.

Tiernan Coyle, Managing Director of Contact Traces, and the scient ist  employed by

Forensic Al l iance to perform the forensic f ibre examinat ions during the re-

invest igat ion said: "What comes across loudly in this review is the impact individual

scient ists can have on an invest igat ion. I  have always bel ieved that the qual i ty in

forensic science starts and ends with the scient i f ic staff .  Providing an environment

to work in where forensic scient ists are valued, rewarded and motivated is a factor

that is of ten underest imated when i t  comes to the performance of individual

scient ists."

Note to Editors

Contact  Traces was founded by Tiernan CoVle in November 2006 in response to changes in the provis ion

of forensic science services to Dol ice forces in Enqland and Wales.

The only special ist  provider of  forensic f ibre examinat ion and analysis in the UK, Contact  Traces is

uniquely placed to of fer  a new kind of  forensic f ibre service using a combinat ion of  establ ished techniques

and emerging new technologies.
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